
DURAR HARD FESCUE (Festuca ovina var. duriuscula) 
For Erosion Control Plantings 

In Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin 

Descr ip t ion :  Durar hard fescue  
was  in t roduced  from Europe. It 
was s e l e c t e d  from an o l d  p l a n t i n g  
on Eas te rn  Oregon Livestock 
Experiment S t a t i o n  by t h e  SCS 
P l a n t  Materials Center a t  Pullman, 
Washington, and r e l eased  i n  1949. 
It is  a cool  season pe renn ia l  
bunchgrass which has a f i n e  
f i b r o u s  roo t  system. Durar is 
more drought r e s i s t a n t  than t h e  
red fescues  and is  q u i t e  t o l e r a n t  
of shade. Es tab l i shed  p l a n t i n g s  
are long- lived and improve wi th  
age. 

Purpose: To eva lua t e  t h i s  p l a n t  
f o r  provid ing  herbaceous ground 
cover on droughty sites where t h e  
r ed  fescues  have no t  been 
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  P l an t ings  are 
considered on mine t a i l i n g s ,  s t r i p  
mine areas, sandblows, logging 
trails,  roadbanks, and r e c r e a t i o n a l  
areas. 

Standard f o r  Comparison: Red o r  
Chewings fescue  w i l l  normally be 
considered t h e  s tandard .  

- S i t e :  
t o  wel l- drained,  medium-acid t o  mildly a l k a l i n e  s o i l s .  Nei ther  e l e v a t i o n  
nor  f r o s t  l i m i t s  i t s  adap ta t ion .  S i t e s  are usua l ly  low i n  f e r t i l i t y  where 
hard fescue  is  used. 

Durar hard  fescue  i s  adapted 

P l a n t i n g  Method: Broadcast seedings  are commonly made f o r  e ros ion  con t ro l .  
On some sites a g r a i n  d r i l l  o r  o t h e r  s eede r  may be  used. 
equipment can be used, cu l t i pack ing  be fo re  and a f t e r  seeding w i l l  p rovide  
a f i r m  seedbed and cover seed t o  d e s i r e d  depth.  Shallow covering of seed 
is essent ia l- - not  more than  1 / 4  t o  1 / 2  inch  deep. I f  d r i l l  i s  used, t ake  
t ens ion  o f f  d r i l l  d i sks  t o  permit shal low seeding.  

On areas where 

F e r t i l i z e r :  
Example: 200-300 pounds of 12-12-12 f e r t i l i z e r  o r  equiva len t .  

Apply moderate amougt of n i t rogen ,  phosphate,  and potash .  

Rate of Seeding: Hard fescue  has approximately 680,000 seeds p e r  pound. 
A seeding  rate of 20 pounds p e r  acre is  adequate.  
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Date of Seeding:  Seed a s  e a r l y  i n  s p r i n g  as p o s s i b l e ,  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  
a companion c rop .  

Management: I f  site3 p e r m i t s  use  of equipment ,  r educe  weed c o m p e t i t i o n  
by h i g h  mowing. Hard f e s c u e  i s  slow t o  e s t a b l i s h .  A f t e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n  
approved h e r b i c i d e s  can b e  used t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  i n v a s i o n  of u n d e s i r a b l e  
p l a n t s .  
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